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VEHICLE ALERT KIT 
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH 

OR DEVELOPMENT 

Not Applicable. 

REFERENCE TO A MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

Not Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to emergency signaling devices and, more particularly, to a 
vehicle alert kit for notifying passing motorists of the need for assistance. 

PRIOR ART 

The use of signage to indicate the condition of a stationary vehicle is well known in 
the art. On seeing the sign, it is hoped that a passing motorist will summon an 
appropriate emergency response. It would be helpful if the passing motorist knew what 
type of assistance was needed, if any, and could then summon such assistance to the 
disabled stationary vehicle. 

The prior art discloses structures and methods for a person to display signage 
proximate a disabled stationary vehicle that encourages a passing motorist to summon 
an emergency response. Unfortunately, the people in the passing cars who observe the 
stationary vehicle have no way of knowing what type of emergency response is desired, 
if any. The observers in the passing cars may assume help is needed and stop to offer 
personal assistance or call the authorities for a professional emergency response even 
if none is needed or help has already been summoned. Also, if an observer in good 
faith calls for assistance, the emergency response system is unnecessarily burdened if 
the observer calls for assistance that is not required or desired. 
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In another example, a vehicle becomes disabled and the driver desires assistance. 
Using prior art signage the driver may indicate that assistance is needed and therefore 
passing motorists may summon a professional emergency response. It is even likely on 
a busy road that several drivers will make calls to summon an emergency response. 
Further, in some circumstances, a passing motorist may, in good faith, stop and offer 
personal assistance. Indeed, the driver with the disabled vehicle may become aware 
that an emergency response has already been requested or find that an emergency 
response is no longer needed. However, those vehicles passing by will not know that an 
emergency response has already been requested and may therefore continue to call 
91 1 or other emergency number for requesting an emergency response. Another 
problem is that the motorist who is stopping to help has increased the chance of 
accident or mishap by entering and exiting the active travel lanes. 

Thus, it would be highly desirable to have a new and improved device and 
method that communicates the type of assistance required, if any, and would not cause 
the emergency response communication system to become clogged with unnecessary 
calls. Additionally, such a device and method should not cause disruption to the normal 
flow of traffic. 

Accordingly, a need remains for a vehicle alert kit that notifies passing motorists 
of the type of assistance needed. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In view of the foregoing background, it is therefore an object of the present 
invention to provide a device for alerting passing motorists that assistance is needed. 
These and other objects, features, and advantages of the invention are provided by a 
vehicle alert kit including at least one base member having a substantially planar bottom 
surface for resting on a surface. At least one base member has a centrally disposed 
axis traversing therethrough and further has a threaded opening centered about the 
axis. 

The kit further includes a mechanism for fastening at least one base member to a 
surface so that such a base member can be maintained at a substantially secure 
position. In a preferred embodiment, the fastening mechanism preferably includes a 
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magnet secured to the bottom surface of at least one base member. In an alternate 
embodiment, the fastening mechanism preferably includes an elongated anchor 
member having a substantially rectangular shape and including a threaded fastening 
member extending upwardly therefrom and being securable to the at least one base 
member. 

The anchor member further includes a plurality of arms extending outwardly and 
downwardly from the anchor member and for gripping a support structure therebetween. 
Such a plurality of arms are pivotal between engaged and disengaged positions. A 
plurality of support members are also pivotally connected to opposed end portions of 
the anchor member. Such a plurality of support members include a plurality of hinges 
connected thereto and for allowing the plurality of support members to be moved 
between folded and extended positions. 

The kit further includes an elongated support member having a lower end portion 
threadably attachable to a select one of the base members. The elongated support 
member extends substantially vertically and upwardly from the base member to a 
predetermined height, and includes a receiving portion extending substantially vertically 
along a length thereof and having a bottom surface. 

The kit further includes a flag having indicia printed thereon and an edge portion 
selectively engageable with the receiving portion. The receiving portion is positionable 
on the bottom surface thereof so that the flag can be maintained in a substantially stable 
position. The edge portion is positionable within the receiving portion in a substantially 
vertical direction and substantially parallel to the axis. The receiving portion is integral 
with the support member and extends outwardly therefrom, and further has a groove for 
allowing the flag to be selectively positioned along a length thereof. The receiving 
portion further includes a plurality of arcuate portions integral with the support member, 
which converge outwardly therefrom. The flag extends outwardly and away from the 
support member when the edge portion is disposed within the receiving portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 
The novel features believed to be characteristic of this invention are set forth with 
particularity in the appended claims. The invention itself, however, both as to its 
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organization and method of operation, together with further objects and advantages 
thereof, may best be understood by reference to the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a vehicle alert kit in a preferred 
environment, in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, perspective view of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, exploded view of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is front elevational view showing a plurality of indicia attachable to the 
elongated support member; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view showing the receiving portion and groove for 
receiving a flag, taken along line 5-5; and 

FIG. 6 is an exploded view showing an alternate embodiment of the present 
invention; and 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing the embodiment of FIG. 6 at a folded 
position. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention will now be described more fully hereinafter with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, in which preferred embodiments of the invention are 
shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in many different forms and should 
not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these 
embodiments are provided so that this application will be thorough and complete, and 
will fully convey the true scope of the invention to those skilled in the art. Like numbers 
refer to like elements throughout and prime and double prime numbers refer to alternate 
embodiments of such elements. 

The device of this invention is referred to generally in FIGS. 1-6 by the reference 
numeral 10 and is intended to provide a vehicle alert kit for notifying passing motorists 
of the need for assistance. It should be understood that the kit 10 may be used to 
convey many different types of messages and should not be limited to only messages 
alerting others of the need for assistance. 
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Initially referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the kit 10 includes at least one base member 
20 having a substantially planar bottom surface 21 for resting on a surface. The base 
member 20 has a centrally disposed axis 22 traversing therethrough and further has a 
threaded opening 23 centered about the axis 22. 

The kit 10 further includes a mechanism 30 for fastening at least one base 
member 20 to a surface so that same can be maintained at a substantially secure 
position, as perhaps best shown in FIG. 1. The fastening mechanism 30 includes a 
magnet 31 secured to the bottom surface 21 of the base member 20, as perhaps best 
shown in FIG. 3. This enables a user to securely mount the kit 10 on a metallic surface, 
like the roof of an automobile, for example, where it would be visible to passing 
motorists. It also allows a user to easily detach the kit 10 when no longer needed. 
Advantageously, the weight of the magnet adds stability to the base member 20 in 
assisting same to remain upright in windy conditions and to better absorb the buffeting 
caused by passing tractor-trailers and other large vehicles. 

Now referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, showing an alternate embodiment, the kit 10' 
further includes a mechanism 30' for fastening the base member 20 to a surface so that 
such a base member 20 can be maintained at a substantially secure position. Such a 
fastening mechanism 30' preferably includes an elongated anchor member 20' having a 
substantially rectangular shape and including a threaded fastening member extending 
upwardly therefrom and being securable to the base member 20. 

The anchor member 20' further includes a plurality of arms 34 extending 
outwardly and downwardly from the edge 33 of the anchor member 20' and for gripping 
a support structure therebetween. Such a plurality of arms 32, 34 are pivotal between 
engaged and disengaged positions. A plurality of support members 20' are also 
pivotally connected to opposed end portions of the anchor member 20'. Such a plurality 
of support members 20' include a plurality of hinges connected thereto and for allowing 
the plurality of support members 20' to be moved between folded and extended 
positions. This allows a user to attach the kit 10' to a guardrail, concrete barrier, or 
sidewall near a stranded automobile, if so desired. 

Referring back to FIGS. 2 and 3, the kit 10 further includes an elongated support 
member 40 having a lower end portion 41 threadably attachable to the base member 
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20. The elongated support member 40 extends substantially vertically and upwardly 
from the base member 20 to a predetermined height, and includes a receiving portion 
42 extending substantially vertically along a length thereof and having a bottom surface 
43, as perhaps best shown in FIG. 4. 

Now referring to FIG. 4, the kit 10 further includes a flag 50 having indicia 51 
printed thereon and including an edge portion 52 selectively engageable with the 
receiving portion 42. The indicia 51 may be formed in a variety of colors and shapes, 
and may further have a nearly endless variety of messages printed thereon. In addition 
to displaying roadside assistance messages, the flag 50 may display the colors and 
images of many different objects such as the name and logo of one's favorite sports 
team, for example. The receiving portion 42 is positionable on the bottom surface 43 
thereof so that the flag 50 can be maintained in a substantially stable position. The edge 
portion 52 is positionable within the receiving portion 42 in a substantially vertical 
direction and substantially parallel to the axis 22. 

Now referring to FIG. 5, the receiving portion 42 is integral with the support 
member 40 and extends outwardly therefrom, and further has a groove 45 for allowing 
the flag 50 to be selectively positioned along a length thereof. The receiving portion 42 
further includes a plurality of arcuate portions 44 integral with the support member 40, 
which converges outwardly therefrom. This allows a user to quickly and easily change 
flags as conditions dictate. The flag 50 extends outwardly and away from the support 
member 40 when the edge portion 52 is disposed within the receiving portion 42, as 
perhaps best shown in FIG. 2. 

Using the kit 10, a stranded motorist can easily and effectively summon 
assistance from passing motorists without causing excessive stops by motorists and 
further endangering others. The highly visible flag 50 would catch the attention of 
approaching drivers so that they could call for assistance. The kit 10 is weather- 
resistant, reusable, and adaptable to different situations and could help save a person's 
life in a medical emergency or eliminate extended stops along the roadside due to 
mechanical problems. 

While the invention has been described with respect to certain specific 
embodiments, it will be appreciated that many modifications and changes may be made 
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by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit of the invention. It is 
intended, therefore, by the appended claims to cover all such modifications and 
changes as fall within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 

In particular, with respect to the above description, it is to be realized that the 
optimum dimensional relationships for the parts of the present invention may include 
variations in size, materials, shape, form, function and manner of operation. The 
assembly and use of the present invention are deemed readily apparent and obvious to 
one skilled in the art. 
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